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New Regulations Could
Increase Market Value of
Non-GMO Products

Newly proposed federal regulations could
benefit farmers who produce food free of ge-
netically modified organisms (GMOs). Un-
der the proposed regulations, such products
could be labeled as “GMO free.” Rep. Sand-
ers believes that foods identified as GMO-
free will command a higher price in the mar-
ketplace because consumers are extremely
concerned about the potential health and en-
vironmental harm that GMOs may present.

While Rep. Sanders supports the regu-
lations as an important first step, he is spon-
soring more far reaching GMO legislation.
His bills would 1) require the labeling of all
products containing GMO foods and 2) would
empower the U.S. Food and Drug Adminis-
tration to seek additional verification that
GMO products are safe.
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China Trade Deal Bad for Family Farmers

s this newsletter went to press, the U.S.
AIS-Iouse of Representatives had approved
0-called “Permanent Normalized Trade
Relations (PNTR)” with China. U.S. Senate
approval is expected in the coming weeks.
Rep. Sanders was one of the leading opponents
of the China trade deal.

PNTR is strongly supported by big business
interests, including corporate agri-business,
because they want cheap labor and cheap
agricultural imports from China. Estimates
from one national economic think tank are
that Vermont alone will lose over 2,000 jobs as
aresult of PNTR. The same study suggests
national job loss will exceed 872,000. At a time
when the United States currently has a $68
billion annual trade deficit with China, it is
believed that PNTR will result in an even larger
trade deficit in coming years. PNTR will also

put further downward pressure on already low
farm prices.

At a public meeting held in Montpelier by
Rep. Sanders, Ray Allen, a Vermont apple
grower, pointed out that even without the China
trade deal, U.S. producers have been harmed
by China’s unfair trade practices. In fact, the
International Trade Commission recently
ruled unanimously that China has
dumped over 40,000 metric tons
of apple concentrate on the U.S.
market at prices that are well l
below the cost of production.

Apple growers in Vermont and
across this country have been severely
hurt by this unfair and illegal activity.

While PNTR is supported by the
largest corporations in America, it is op-
posed by millions of workers through their
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trade unions, the major environmental orga-

nizations, the U.S. Conference of Catholic

Bishops and other religious organizations,

the American Legion and

the Veterans of Foreign
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organizations.
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Sanders Pushes for Federal Dairy Reforms

here is no question that federal dairy
Tpolicy needs to be significantly re-

vamped so that family farmers receive
a fair price for their product. Over the last
15 years, dairy producers have experienced
a 44 percent drop in the farm price of milk,
and Vermont has seen 25 percent of its farms
go out of business. At
the same time, it is esti-
mated that USDA's
spending on dairy will
drop from $480 million
in 1999 to only $356
million in 2000. Rep.
Sanders is currently
working with Rep. David
Obey of Wisconsin to

push two dairy measures that would help
stem the loss of family farms in the near term.

The first, H.R. 3864, would extend the
federal price support program and in-
crease the support price to $12.50 from
the current floor of $9.90. Family farmers
cannot be expected to sell their milk for
less than it costs them
to produce it. While
Rep. Sanders believes
that even $12.50/cwt.
is much too low, it will
be a major effort to
even achieve that goal
because of the opposi-
tion of many in
Congress.

Rep. Sanders is also supporting H.R.
3863, which would provide $500 million in
emergency market loss assistance to dairy
farmers. This program would be similar to
two earlier emergency market loss assis-
tance efforts that together totaled $325 mil-
lion. Like the earlier installments, the aid
would be targeted to family dairy farmers.
This latest proposal is estimated to provide
some $11 million in aid to Vermont farmers
if it were to become law. A version of this
bill is currently moving in the U.S. Senate as
part of this year’s agricultural spending bill.
Rep. Sanders and other pro-family farm
Members of Congress will be working to
keep this important provision in the final
bill.




